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Dear Families, 
 
Your 8th  grade student will soon  
begin to explore the “Properties of 
Matter” physical science unit in  
science class. The experiences  
offered in this unit help students 
learn about physical science as  
required by Washington State  
Essential Academic Learning  
Requirements (EALRs). 
 
We know your student will enjoy the 
Properties of Matter unit while  
learning more about solids, liquids 
and gasses! 

National Science Standards 
This unit addresses several National Science 
Education Standards. Among others, this unit 
will develop students’:  
• abilities to do and understand scientific  
      inquiry; 
• understanding of properties and changes 

of properties of matter; 
• understandings of science and technol-

ogy; 
• understanding of science as it relates to 

personal health and natural hazards; and 
• understanding of science as a human  
      endeavor, including the history and na-

ture       of science. 
 
Engaging Work for Students 
Students will: 
• be immersed in scientific inquiry as they 

think, design, investigate, observe, relate, 
and compare science concepts.  

• interact with matter in a variety of forms 
(solids, liquids, and gases) and will have 
access to related topics online.  

• apply what they’ve learned as they  
 compare mixtures to pure substances,  
 explore filtration, evaporation,  
 chromatography, and electrolysis.   
• be asked to demonstrate what they know 

and are able to do in a lab setting,  
 proving (or disproving) their scientific 

questions.  
 
The science teacher will look for your stu-
dent’s ability to identify, describe, and cate-
gorize  
elements of physical systems and to explain 
how the elements interact and change.  

The Properties of Matter course is 
presented around three major topics: 

  
• Characteristic Properties of Matter  

• Mixtures, Solutions and Compounds 

•  Elements and Chemical Reactions  

Edmonds School District 
Teaching & Learning Division 

20420 68th Avenue West 

Lynnwood, WA  98036-7400 
Phone: 425-670-7196 

Fax: 425-670-7123 
Kathryn Thornton, Science Coordinator 

Email: ThorntonK@edmonds.wednet.edu 
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