


DATA AROUND WBNIT SUMMARY

Dear Family:

The unit Data Around Us explores large

numbers as they occur in such contexts
as accounts of natural disasters like
hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes,
and flood. Very large numbers are
reported in the news every day, yet
many people have a difficult time
grasping their meaning. By the end of
this unit, students will learn to make
sense of large numbers.

Summary of
Investigations

Investigation 1: Interpreting
Disaster Reports

x  Students will explore how large
numbers are determined.

Investigation 2: Measuring Oil
Spills

x  Students will develop and explore
measurement sense.

x  Students will develop strategies for
making sense of large numbers.

Investigation 3: Comparing
Large Numbers

x Students will develop methods to
compare large numbers.

X Students will be introduced to ways
to interpret number estimation.

Investigation 4: How Many is a

Million

X Students will develop ability to deal
with large numbers.

X Students will be introduced to
scientific and calculator notation
for expressing large numbers.

Investigation 5: Every Litter Bit
Hurts

x  Students will investigate how small
instances of pollution and litter can
lead to enormous environmental
problems.

x  Students will apply rates and ratios
to explore large numbers.

Investigation 6: On an Average
Day
x  Students will investigate comparison

data between Japan and the
United States.

Frequently Asked
Questions

Question: What is Connected
Mathematics?

Answer: Connected Math isa
curriculum that is rich in connections:

X among the core ideas of math

X between math and other school
subjects

X among classroom activities

x and the interests of middle school
students

X between math and its application
outside of the classroom.

Question: What are some strategies |
can use to help my student with this
unit?

Answer:

x Ask your student to describe real-
world situations in which very large
or very small numbers are used.
Listen with your student to the way
these numbers are presented in the
news.

X Ask your student to explain how
they arrived at a particular answer.

x Encourage your child’s efforts in
completing assignments.

X Work with your student’s teacher.
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