


COMPARING AND SCALING UNIT SUMMARY 

Dear Family: 

This unit of investigation focuses on the 
concepts of ratio, proportion, and percent.  
Students will look at problems involving 
many situations and learn to make 
comparisons using ratios, fractions, 
percents and rates.   

By the end of this unit, students will know 
several powerful and useful methods for 
making comparisons. 

 

Summary of 
Investigations 

 

Investigation 1: Making 
Comparisons 

�x�� Students will examine comparisons and 
ratios in the context of advertising.  

�x�� Students will explore strategies for 
presenting quantitative comparison 
information.  

 

Investigation 2: Comparing by 
Finding Percents 

�x�� Students will explore comparisons using 
division for finding decimal or percent 
rates. 

 

 

Investigation 3: Comparing by Using 
Ratios 

�x�� Students will develop strategies for scaling 
ratios to make comparisons. 

Investigation 4: Comparing by Finding 
Rates 

�x�� Students will identify patterns in rate tables 
to predict additional data points. 

�x�� Students will discover connection between 
proportional and graphing. 

 

Investigation 5: Estimating Populations 
and Population Density  

�x�� Students will apply knowledge of ratio and 
proportion to estimate the size of a crowd. 

�x�� Students will predict population by 
describing the relationship between area 
and population density. 

 

Investigation 6: Choosing Strategies 

�x�� Students will apply proportional reasoning 
strategies to real-world proportional-
reasoning problems.  

Question: What is Connected 
Mathematics? 

Answer:  Connected Math is a 
curriculum that is rich in connections: 

�x�� among the core ideas of math 

�x�� between math and other school 
subjects 

�x�� among classroom activities  

�x�� and the interests of middle 
school students 

�x�� between math and its 
application outside of the 
classroom. 

Question: What are some strategies I 
can use to help my student with this 
unit? 

Answer:  

�x�� When you notice ratios, 
proportions or percents in a 
newspaper or magazine, point it 
out to your child and discuss 
what the numbers are telling 
about the situation. 

�x�� Ask your student to explain how 
they arrived at a particular 
answer.  

�x�� Encourage your child’s efforts in 
completing assignments. 

�x�� Work with your student’s 
teacher. 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 
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