In general:

1. Have a quite place in your home where
your student can go to study.

2. Keep reading material interesting to a
high school student available in your
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Things Fall Apart

Written two years before Nigerian independence
from Great Britain, 7hings Fall Apart, by Chinua

Achebe, chronicles events in a small Nigerian Ibo
village when Europeans arrive in the 1890’s, fol-
lowed by representatives of the colonial govern-
ment, and completely disrupt traditional Ibo cul-

ture.

The protoganist, Okonkwo, is a self-made man,

champion wrestler, farmer, and husband who

was also cruel and afraid of failure and weakness.

His weaknesses are tested as his world changes
with the arrival of Europeans and colonial gov-

ernment functionaries.

The story is written in fable-like prose and ex-
plores what happens when two culture collide,
what it means to be a hero, and the concept of
change and how it effects people. There are ex-
cellent grade-level vocabulary words in the text.
The place names and names of people are Nige-
rian, and students will become familiar with their
pronunciations after some practice. Things Fall
Apart packs a memorable punch as Achebe holds
up the ruin of one proud man as a symbol for

the destruction of an entire culture.

The story takes place in Nigeria.

What Your Student Will Learn in
This Unit

Reading

Students will learn important elements of
story-telling and reading comprehension strate-
gies.

Elements of story-telling: plot, setting, charac-
ter development, the author’s style, perspec-
tive, irony, characterization, symbolism,
theme, metaphor.

Writing

Teachers will use different forms of writing to
help students understand the story and share
their own interpretations of the story. Forms
of writing might include: journals, letters, es-
says of comparison, cause and effect, and liter-
ary analysis, persuasive essays and summaries.

Communication
This 10th grade story provides rich topics for
debate, discussion, and presentation.

Social Studies

Students can capitalize on their previous year’s
learning on the 9th grade topics of global ex-
pansion and encounter. Specifically, students
will already have encountered the role of
European dominance in the 1800’s in world
economics, wealth development, colonialism,
mercantilism, and missionary work.

Students will continue to study cultural conflict
and cultural diffusion during the 10th grade
year and the novel reinforces these social stud-
ies concepts.

Big Ideas and Questions to Be Explored
Within the Text

There are different definitions of heroes.

What is a hero/anti-hero?

What is a tragic hero?

What is tragedy?

What growth/development exists fora pro-
tagonist/antagonist?

Change Is inevitable.

e |schange good?

e  Why do people resist change?

e How do individuals/societies adapt?

Cultural misconceptions exist between societies.

e Why are there cultural misconceptions?

e What are the potential consequences of
cultural misconceptions?

e How do you define culture?

e  What responsibility does the individual have to
become culturally literate?

e How does one become culturally literate?

One type of confiict that exists is soclety versus the
individual.

e How does society affect the individual?

e How does one define society? Individual?

e How does society react to the needs of the indi-
vidual?

What are the consequences of opposing

beliefs between an individual and society?

Can an individual change society?

Can society change an individual?
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