


The student understands and uses different 
skills and strategies to read. 
• Uses dictionaries, thesauruses, and        

glossaries to find and confirm word       
meanings, pronunciations, and/or to        
clarify shades of meaning 

• Uses a variety of strategies to understand 
words and ideas in complex text (e.g.,     
prior knowledge, the text, graphic features   
of text to predict, clarify, and/or expand 
meaning and concepts) 

• Adjusts rate of reading and attention to detail 
based on the purpose and difficulty of the 
material being read (e.g., informational   
reading, task-oriented reading) in a range    
of 145-155+ words correct per minute 

 

The student understands the meaning of 
what is read. 
• Applies comprehension monitoring strategies 

(e.g., prior knowledge, predict and infer, 
summarize, create mental images, check for 
meaning, ask and answer questions) before, 
during, and after reading in informational/ 
expository, literary/narrative text 

• Cites passages from the text to describe 
story elements (e.g., character development, 
character traits, conflict, and motivation) 

• Uses text organizational structures to support 
comprehension of text 

• Examines informational/expository text     
and literary/narrative text for similarities    
and   differences and cause and effect     
relationships using evidence from the text 
(e.g., character’s point of view in poetry    
and narrative; the author’s feelings and      
the   poet’s feelings) 

• Supports conclusions and opinions with   
evidence and examples from printed        
material 

• Understands the function of literary devices 
to examine themes and/or compare basic 
ideas or themes within and between books 

• Evaluates an author’s style, purpose, and 
influence on audience 

The student reads different materials for a 
variety of purposes.  (Building the habits of a 
lifelong reader) 
• Reads independently to learn new information  
• Reads a variety of materials such as fiction, 

classics, contemporary and historical poetry, 
electronic print, and public documents 

• Identifies own reading strengths and sets goals 
for area of growth 

• Shares and recommend favorite authors, 
books, and genres with others  

The student understands and uses the writing 
process. 
• Uses a variety of prewriting strategies (e.g., 

story mapping, webbing, jotting, outlining, free 
writing, etc.) 

• Writes multiple paragraphs without difficulty 
using a prewriting plan 

• Uses multiple resources regularly to revise 
writing 

• Rereads writing several times and makes    
revisions 

• Publishes writing selecting from a variety of 
publishing options (e.g., bulletin board, class 
anthology) 

• Adapts the writing process to work as a team 
member or to adjust writing process to fit time 
constraints 

 
The student writes in a variety of forms for 
different audiences and purposes. 
• Determines purpose for writing and writes   

accordingly (e.g., to pursue a personal interest, 
to explain, to persuade) 

• Writes in a variety of forms/genres for a variety 
of purposes; may use more than one 
form/genre in a single piece (e.g., a report 
about global issues includes captions with  
pictures, charts and graphs, and journal      
excerpt) 

• Writes in a variety of new forms/genres (e.g., 
essays, literary analyses, research papers) 

• Writes in forms related to a specific task (e.g., 
PowerPoint as a visual aid for a presentation, 
classroom newspaper)  

The student writes clearly and effectively. 
• Selects a manageable topic and elaborates 

with specific, relevant details; narrows topic 
with controlling idea (e.g., thesis statement) 

• Uses personal experiences, observations, 
and/or research to support opinions and ideas 

• Develops ideas and organizes writing using   
an effective organizational structure (e.g.,   
supporting examples in order of importance, 
focused topic is connected with transitions) 

• Constructs effective introduction and           
conclusion that goes beyond repetition of    
introduction 

• Chooses appropriate language and voice       
for specific audience and begins to make    
adjustments for different purposes 

• Uses precise and specialized language in   
content writing (e.g., hypothesis in both       
science and social studies) 

• Uses literary devices (e.g., simile, metaphor, 
and personification) 

• Uses a variety of sentence structures (e.g., 
dialogue, complex and simple sentences,   
including participial phrases) 

• Knows and applies appropriate grade-level 
writing conventions 

• Applies usage rules (e.g., a person needs     
his or her own space.) 

• Uses parallel construction particularly in      
informational and technical writing 

• Maintains paragraph conventions 
 

• Applies listening and observation strategies to 
a wide range of situations and settings 

• Listens, makes observations, asks clarifying 
questions, and records thinking using a variety 
of strategies to process information 

• Compare and contrast persuasive techniques 
used in mass media 

• Uses effective, responsible conversation   
strategies adapted to the needs of the       
situation and setting 

Literacy Skills 
Reading 

Writing 

Communication 

Science 
The student acquires science learning 
by studying various systems 
• Describes the forms of energy present in 

matter, objects, and systems (e.g., heat 
[thermal] energy, sound energy, light 
energy, electrical energy, kinetic energy, 
potential energy, and chemical energy) 

• Knows that specialized cells within   
multicellular organisms form different 
kinds of tissues, organs, and organ   
systems to carry out life functions 

• Describes how the regular and          
predictable motions of most objects in 
the solar system account for such     
phenomena as the day, year, and 
phases of the moon, eclipses, seasons, 
and ocean tides. 

• Identifies, describes, or explains an  
object’s motion as speeding up, slowing 
down, or moving with constant speed 
using models, numbers, words,         
diagrams, and graphs 

 
The student learns how to think        
scientifically through inquiry. 
• Generates a new scientific question that 

can be investigated with the same     
materials and/or date as a given       
investigation 

• Generates a logical plan for a simple 
field investigation with the following  
attributes: identifies multiple variables;    
selects observable or measurable      
variables related to the investigation 
question 

• Summarizes an investigation by        
describing: reasons for selecting the 
investigative plan; materials used in the 
investigation; observations, data, results; 
explanations and conclusions in written, 
mathematical, oral, and information 
technology presentation formats;     
ramifications of investigations; safety 
procedures used 
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