6505 168th St. SW, Lynnwood)l\WA 98037 ’
4254431 7754 . 3

Principal:  Dan Davis Office Manager: Amy Holmes
Volume 26 Number 3 November, 2009

Principal 6s Corner

What is WATCH D.O.G.S.?

On October 18 MDE hosted its inaugural WATCH DOGS volunteer pizza night. It was a
huge success as we had over 200 students, dads, grandpas, uncles, and other special males in
our students in attendance. At the end of the night we had these special males sign up to volur
least one day this school year starting NovemBer@4% of the calendar was filled up!

So what is WATCH DOGS.2WATCH DOGS is the father involvement initiative of tNe-
tional Center for Fathering that was founded by Jim Moore, a concerned father who chose to ta

the lives of
teer at

e ac-

tion in response to a 1998 mideiehool shooting in Jonesboro, AR. Moore wanted to help prevent vio-

l ence from occurring at his childrends sch
George El ementary in Springdale, AR, t1B0pre-
grams in 36 states and New Zealangarticipate inWATCH DOGS. To find out more about this pr
gram please visithttp://www.fathers.com/watchdogs

So when will WATCH DOGS start here at MDE? Novemb¥iiour official start date.
WATCH DOG volunteersvill do a variety of tasks during their volunteer day including monitoring
school entrance, assisting with unloading and loading of buses and cars, monitoring the lunch r
helping in the classroom with a teacher's guidance by working with small groups of students on
academic activities.

Who will coordinate all of thisThe program i s overseen by
partner with me, our”6grade teacher Brian Monra®nes, and the Booster Club to coordinate sche
ing and identify opportunities for WATCH DOGS to provide assistance at the scawlTop Dog is
Mike Corbin. His phone number is 20889921and his email ismjc@smariservice.com Steve
Wynar will also be assisting and his phone number is62062171 and his emalil is:
steve.wynar@wellsfargo.com The volunteer calendar can
contact Mike or Steve if you are interested in volunteering.

So why do this? In 2003, OSPI relea3ée@ Nine Characteristics of HighPerforming
Schools: A researckbased resource for schools and districts to assist with improving student
learning. This document states:

The education of students is the shared responsibiliiyachers, school staff, families, and
community, as well as students themselves. Businesses, social service agencies, early learning
grams, community colleges and universities, and other training programs also have a part to plg
Families and other adults can be involved in the education of young people through a variety of
ties that demonstrate the i mportance of ed
research is clear that family involvement
AThis relationship holds across families o
students at all ages. 0 The benefits for s
classes, better atten-dance, improved behavior, and better social skills (Henderson & Mapp, 20
24).
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Family involvemenis more than a school program. It is a way of thinking and dehiaigrec-

ognizes the central role that familiesplajy t heir chil drenés educatio
get her . AChildren have advantages when thpeir
tiesodo (Const-8nhti Abso206Bropgrawms and interveent
their childrenés | earning at home are | inkped

p. 25). Highperforming schools intentionally link family involvement strategies to aca-demic gogls.
They make family involvement part of their school improvement plan and develop collaborative fela-
tionships among teachers, parents and the community.

To learn more abouthe Nine Characteristics of HighPerforming Schools: A research
based resource for schools and districts to assist with improving student learniragnd read the resi
of the section omiigh Level of Family and Community Involvemeaiease go tottp://www.k12.wa.us
research/pubdocs/NineCharacteristicsan scroll down to page 119.

Sincerely,

Dan Davis

Parent Pick Up

Due to safety reasons, parem&ST wait outside the front gate to pick up their stu
dents at 3:10. It is prohibited to wait in the courtyard, flex areas or classrooms for yourjstu-
dent as it is a disruption and distraction to students and staff.

'Going Home

! Parents, if your child is assigned to ride a bus, he/she will be riding that bus home
| each daynless we hear from you either by phone or a note stating otherwis@here have

i been too many students who think they are being picked up at school when they shoul3;=====
- taken the bus home. This presents a safety issue because there is ho one to supervis

! child after school and is an inconvenience to you since you must come and pick up your ¢
I

Edmonds School District Gifted Programs
The Gifted Program is for students who take the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT6) and are identified as
Agi fted or MMhegdce of thecirstpetibnlisealésigned to meet the needs of students who learn|very
quickly and can process information at much higher and more abstract lEgelsiore information go to district
websiteedmonds.wednet.eduParents Other Educational Resources, Highly Capable Programs and Serviges
and click on any of the three programs listed bel®ame information on the web site will be handed out at plar-
ent meetings.

Challenge Gifted PrograinGrades 16
Gifted Middle School PrografnGrades 78
International BaccalaureateGrades 912

Grades K-7 Parent (only) meetingi Nov. 3, 6:007:00pm, Terrace Park Elementary
Grades K-5 Challenge Tesi December 5 Referral dueNovember 23
Grades 67 Gifted Middle Test1 January 9 Referral dueDecember 18

Call or email Nancy Gilbertson 424831-7157,GilbertsonN@edmonds.wednet.efdtn more information on giftefl
testing.
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Cool Kids

PRIMARY
Alondra Alcazar
Hogan Barnhart

Samuel Brim

Jenny Chang

Sheyla Galvan
Shinhyang Moon
Shinkwang Moon
Tycho Vosburgh
Alexiz Velasco

INTERMEDIATE
Angelina Afanasenko
Salvador Alcazar
Jared Deschamp
Natalie Galvan
Lauren Gates
Emma Helm
Mykaela Marsh
Shinha Moon
Breanna Pratt
Antonio Rivera
Brock Robinson
Parson Ross
Mayra Santoya
Dakota Toner

Barnes and Noble Night

Please join us at the
Lynnwood Barnes and Noble
on Friday, December 4 for ou
Barnes and Noble Book Fair.
This is a great opportunity to
find books for the holidays.

For every book pur-
chased, our Booster Club will
receive a percent-

age of the sale.

I

Keeping Our Students Safe

Wedbve been not.
yard have been left open.
our gates, this is a reminder to pleakese the gate behind you
Also remember that when you come to Meadowdale, please
check and sign in at the office.

cing that

to and from school.
are available in the office. Please make sure t
your child has the proper safety gear: helmets,
Webve been noticing s
out helmets. We want to keep our children
healthy and safe. Thank you for your cooperation.

Remlnder |

instruments, etc, please bri

t he

If you leave the campus through ¢ne of

Parent permission is required for studenits
in grades 4 6 to ride their bicycles or skateboarnds
Bicycle/skateboard contragts

at
etc.
ever al

Parents, if you need to drop off homework, lunch, musical

i ng t

happy to deliver them to your child. We want to minimize dis-
Iruptlons and distractions to the classroom and flex areas whpn

I school is in session. |
s e e e —

Meadowdale Annual Toy and Fund Drive

dale for families to support those in our community at this ti
of the year. We will be holding our annual toy and fund drive
starting November 16th through December 11th.

Everyone can help by donating a new toy,
making a financial donation, sponsor a Meadow-
dale family or have your employer match your do*
nation. You can drop off donations in the office.
You do not need to wrap donated toys. Thank yGa*
for your generous support.

Over the years it has become a tradition here at Meaglow-

e

l! Thanksgiving Break
: November 26 and 27, 20

November
Booster Club Meeting
November 17, 2009

)9

Library
7:00 PM
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SOME IDEAS ABOUTRESPONSIBILITY FROM YOUR
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST
By Molly Bright

One of the Lifelong Learning Skills that we are emphasizing this semeResp®nsi-
bility . This is a skill we hope all children will develop before they leave school, and is
under way by the time they | eave el ementary s
of responsibility include selfhanagement, setfontrol, managing their own materials and
work, and selregulating behaviors such as their ability to wait and tolerate frustration. Ifis
also important for children to be able to participate as contributing members of a group, |to rec-
ognize when and how their own behavior has impacted others, and to encourage otherg to do
their best.

We cannot expect children to learn responsibility unlesgivwethem responsibility.
Here at Meadowdale, we help children see the value of being responsible members of their
community through the school jobs program. Over 300 of our current students have school
jobs. Some of those jobs include: PE helper, office runner, assembly crew, pop can crusher,
recess monitor, library helper and patrol. We also have students who volunteer in other class-
rooms to either read to a younger fAbuddyo or

bility. It also increases commitment to school, and provides opportunities and rewards
social involvement.

Giving your children the opportunities to care for someone or something outside pf
themselves helps foster a sense of responsibility. Pets are a great way to build a sensq of re-
sponsibility as well as a sense of caring interest and kind treatment of others. Younger siblings
can generate ideal circumstances for building these skills as well. Younger neighborhopd chil-
dren, cousins, neighborhood animals, all offer wonderful opportunities for our children tg exer-
cise their impulses for responsibility, caring and kindness. Also, requiring children to dg some
simple chores at home can help them to see the value of contributing to theiwgland suct
cessful functioning of the family. All in all, we work together to help our children experiepce
themselves as responsible and contributing members of their families and their commurllity.
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| Picture Retake Day liVet eransdo Day Alssemt
i If your child was absent on picturg : You are invited to join us !

:day or if you desire a retake, Picture Reti'akas we honor our armed forces E i
!DayisNovemberlQ. If you desireare-: lour annual Vet 56 Day A
| take, please return tlwemplete picture | |bly. The focus of our assembly !

igacketand Dorian will be happy toretake; it hi s year i s fiHome qf the

: your chil doés :apnidc tFurreee.o . OQur choi:r wi l |

Please call the school at ' I some of our students will make a special prés-
4254317754 if you need| ;entation. Our assembly will be held on Tues-
more information. i iday, November 10 at 2:15 PM. i




REMINDER
DROP-OFF & PICK -UP PROCEDURES
After consulting with the Lynnwood Fire Chief the following policy has been implemented:

Drop-off i Please pull into the front loop to drop off your student(s) forming one lane curbside. Patrols wi
times. Your childMUST exit your vehicle curbside. After dropping your child off please pull forward curbs
timely manner and keep the front loop free of congestion. If you need more time to let your child out
unload. Safety patrols will help in crossing them safely at the crosswalk.

Pick-up - Please pick your child up at the Meadowdale Playfield§. st udent 6s wi l |l be
patrols) You may park at the playfields and walk to the front of the school to wait for your child outside the
front gates. Absolutely NO parking and/or waiting in your car in the front of the school for your child is

allowed as this is a fire lane and must remain clear at all times.

**Please be respectful of our patrols as they are trained to keep you and your child safe.

**School is out at 3:10pm. Please be sure to be here to pick up your student on time so he
she is not waiting. The office is NOT a waiting area for parent pick up

!

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

ASunny with a Chance of Meatballs"
Wedbre having a spaghetti feed on Tuesd ai

not signed up, please contact the office.
Dinner will be served from 6:00pm to 7:00pm followed by Bingo from 7:00pm to

All proceeds and donations will directly benefit 6th grade caAipfamilies
are welcome and encouraged to join this schadé event. We want to thank the

| assist

by opening doors. You may not park and/or leave your vehicle as it is a fire lane and must remain clear gt all

de

as far as possible, then merge into lanes to exit loop. This will allow the other cars to drop off their childreh in a

(instruments, projects, car seats in your way, etc.), please park in the parking lot or use the playfields to gark and

safely

vy, No Vv €

Commons. For $5 per person or $20 per family, you can get a delicious dinner of spaghetti, sakad and
bread. Dinner reservation forms were sent home in October. If you wish to attend the dinner and have

8:00pm. Bingo cards are $1 eacPrizes throughout the evening for 10 games plus a
grand prize for the final blackout gamkee cream and raffle tickets for sale as well.

Olive Garden Restaurant for providing the food. If you have any questions or Would

like to volunteer that evening, please contact Julie Gregairyk
Jagregoryk@comcast.net

Celebrations

Parents, i f you are bringing treats to
please be sure that you make arrangements with the témtberyou bring them to school. Also, i
is helpful if you drop off your treats in the morning so that the teacher can make sure there is t

celebrate. Itis also helpful if you bring cupcakes, donuts or cookies rather than a cake.
Please do not bring balloons or gifts for your child; they become a distraction

in the classroom and we have students who have allergies to latex. Thank you for your

cooperation.
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